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Respecting diversity: the effect of language, culture
and disability on children’s preschool experiences

Educators and administrators in pteschool settings face many challenges
incorporating chiidren with speciai needs. The issue of inclusion becomes more
complex because children differ with respect to hnguistic and cultural backgrounds.
The interaction among culture, language and disability can have a tremendous impact
on a child’s sense of belonging in the classroom and school community, and can
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unless th_f’pﬂfﬁf the degree to vwhich each family has been incorporated, or isolated from the class-
are prawded room experience. The following issues were identified from this research:

Lack of identified or défined educational goals. Many IEPs and curricula lacked
educational goals that addressed communication and bilingual issues, even
though this was a priotity identified by most families.

Participation in classroom activities affected by language and disability is-
sues. The effects of language differences and disability conditions may interact
to form barriers to children’s participation in classroom activities.

Interactions and abilities to form friendships influenced by language. Effec-
tive communication systems are important to children in forming friendships
and social interaction.

Communication between home and school compromised. When pro fessionals
and parents do not share 2 common language, communication between home

U | U, o e ad e sty hoon e ren
ana bl.IlUUl may not UE Cbtdbl.ﬂlhcd Of 10ay bu;a.k duwu.

Lack of translation/interpretation and training in cultural/linguistic issues.
Both parents and professionals expressed the need for approprate translation
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In the most successful circumstances, comprehensive and coordinated planning,
collaborative efforts between families and professionals, increased interpretation
services and staff training in language and muiti-cultural issues have been shown to
significantly improve a child’s chances for meaningful inclusion in the classroom, and
the family’s involvement in the community as a whole.

About ECRII

The Early Childhood Research Institute on Inclusion (ECRII) is a national research
project funded by the U.S. Department of Education for a five-year period to study the
inclusion of preschool children with disabilities in settings with typically developing
children. The goal of ECRII is to identify factors that help inclusion work, factors that
hinder inclusion, and strategies that may support the inclusion of young children with
disabilities in classrooms and communities. This comprehensive study of preschool
inclusion is being done by researchers at five universities in different regions of the
country: San Francisco State University, the University of Maryland, the University of
North Carolina, the University of Washington, and Vanderbilt University in Nashwille,
Tennnesse.

About this brief

Information provided comes from an in-depth look at inclusion in 16 preschool
programs across the country. The programs studied represent urban, suburban, and
rural communities, culturally diverse adult and child participants, and many different

ways of including young children with disabilities in typical settings. ECRII research-

ers have tried to describe and learn about inclusion from the viewpoint of the people
most involved in it--children with and without disabilities, families, teachers, admims-
trators, and policymakers. Data collection included interviews, classroom observations
and analysis of relevant documents. This ECRII brief may be frecly reproduced
and disseminated, provided appropriate reference is given.

Brief source .

Hanson, M. ], Gutiesrez, S., Morgan, M., Brennan, E. L., & Zercher, C. (1997). Lan-
guage, culture, and disability: Interacting influences on preschool inclusion. Topus in
Early Childhood Special Education, 17, 307-337.

To learn more and join our mailing list contact

The ECRII Researchers
Paula Beckman, Beth
Brennan, Marci

Hanson, Eva Horn,
Susan Janko, Shouming
Li, Joan Lieber, Jules
Marquart, Sam Odom,
Susan Sandall, Ilene
Schwartz, Ruth Wolery

The Early Childhood Research Institute on Inclusion .
Box 328, Peabody College

Vanderbilt University

Nashville, TN 37203

Visit our World Wide Web site at http://www.inform.
umd.edu/EDUC/ Depts/ecrii/

Return to Research

I Return to Inclusion Web Main Page I



inclusion/research/research.html
inclusion/default.html

	Return to research: 
	html: 

	Return to Inclusion: 


