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CELL and Outcomes

• Outcome 1:  Child has positive social 

relationships

– CELL practices support building attachment 

relationships and skills for successfully 

participating in social interactions with peers 

and adults
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CELL and Outcomes

• Outcome 2:  Child acquires and uses 

knowledge and skills

– CELL practices are focused on promoting 

language and early literacy development

– This is where CELL practices would 

presumably have the biggest impact
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CELL and Outcomes

• Outcome 3:  Child takes appropriate action 

to meet his/her needs

– CELL practices support children in developing 

communication skills that help them get their 

needs met
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The Center for Early Literacy Learning

• Partners:

– Orelena Hawks Puckett Institute www.puckett.org

– American Institutes for Research www.air.org

– PACER Center www.pacer.org

– AJ Pappanikou Center for Excellence in 

Developmental Disabilities www.uconnucedd.org

• Funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s 

Office of Special Education Programs
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CELL Aims

• Synthesize research evidence on effective early 
literacy learning practices and interventions

• Develop evidence-based practices from the findings 
of this research

• Support implementation and evaluate the use of 
evidence-based CELL Practice Guides

• Conduct general and specialized technical 
assistance promoting the adoption and use of 
evidence-based early literacy learning practices
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Early Literacy Domains

Linguistic Processing

Listening Comprehension

Oral Language

Phonological Awareness

Print-Related

Print Awareness

Written Language

Alphabet Knowledge

Text Comprehension
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Literacy-Rich Environments
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CELL Early Literacy Learning Model
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Introduce

Illustrate

Practice, Evaluate

Reflect

Plan Next 

Steps

CELL Training Process



Purposes of the Training

• Describe early literacy development in 
children birth to five years of age

• Demonstrate the use of CELL Practice 
Guides and other materials (available 
on the website)

• Describe the CELL Early Literacy 
Learning Model, practice identifying its 
elements and implementing it in the 
context of early literacy activities
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CELL Materials
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CELL Materials to Support Learning 

and Implementation

The following materials illustrate concepts related to 
implementing CELL early literacy practices:

• Training Materials
– PowerPoint presentation, Facilitator guide

• CELL Tools

• Other published CELL products available from 
www.earlyliteracylearning.org
– CELL Papers, CELL Reviews, CELL Notes 

• CELL Practice Guides
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CELL Website: 

www.earlyliteracylearning.org

• What you’ll find there:
– CELLpapers provide background information about 

the conceptual frameworks used to guide Center for 
Early Literacy Learning activities and the results of 
evaluation and research studies conducted by CELL 
staff. 

– CELLreviews are practice-based research syntheses 
of early communication, language, and literacy 
development. These syntheses analyze and integrate 
small bodies of research that have investigated the 
same or similar practices having the same or similar 
outcomes. 

14

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/
http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/productscp.php
http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/productscr.php


CELL Website (cont.)
– CELLnotes are one- to two-page summaries of the 

findings from practice-based research syntheses. 
These summaries, written in a user-friendly format, 
are designed specifically for practitioners and parents. 

– CELLpractices include practice guides for 
implementing evidence-based preliteracy, emergent 
literacy, and early literacy learning practices. CELL 
practice guides are grouped into two categories: 
practice guides especially for parents and for 
practitioners working with parents, and practice 
guides for early childhood practitioners working with 
young children. 
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CELL Practice Guides
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Inside the CELL Practice Guides

• What is the practice?

• What does the practice look like? 

• How do you do the practice?

• How do you know the practice worked?

• Vignettes that illustrate the early literacy 

practice described

• Adaptations

17



Letters the right way 
Keoni, a toddler with motor impairments, and his

mom are playing with an alphabet puzzle where

each letter piece fits into a letter-shaped cutout.

Keoni struggles to get some of the pieces to fit,

even when he holds them by the thick knobs in

the center of each piece. “Look, Keoni,” his

mom says. “See these letters on your alphabet

poster, how they are all standing in the right

direction? Your puzzle letters need to stand in the

right direction too or they won’t fit.” She helps

him run his hands over the pieces to feel their

shapes, and compare them to his poster to see if

they are right side up and facing the right way or

not. “That will help you know which one comes

next,” she says. “If it’s backwards or upside

down it won’t fit.”
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Adaptations

• Adapt Environment

• Adapt Activity 

• Adapt Materials

• Adapt Instruction

• Provide Assistance

Source: Cara’s Kit, Milbourne & Campbell, 2007
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