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Incidence per 10,000 of Congenital Defects/Diseases

• Permanent hearing loss is the most frequent birth 
defect in the United States.

Little Known Facts About Congenital Hearing Loss

• If hearing loss is not identified and treated early, 
deaf children will require an additional $400,000 per 
child in educational costs



Part C - EHDI Workgroup

•National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 

(NECTAC)

•National Center for Hearing Assessment and 

Management (NCHAM)

•Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)

•Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 

•Parents of children who are deaf and hard hearing

•Professionals in the field of early intervention for infants 

who are deaf and hard of hearing 



The Two "I"s in EHDI: 

Intervention and Impact

•Jeff Hoffman: Coordinating Parent Consent

•Teresa Caraway: Providing Services to Infants who 

are Deaf or Hard of 

Hearing

•Ron Benham: Financial Impacts of Serving Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing Children

•Dann Determan: Family Perspectives





Key Points

1.Most parents with a newly identified 

deaf child are completely surprised

2.Many of the professionals from whom 

parents seek help are not up-to-date

3.The most important thing to parents is to 

be able to COMMUNICATE with their 

child



Percentage of Babies Screened in the United States Over Time



Rate Per 1,000 of Permanent Childhood Hearing 

Loss in EHDI  Programs

Sample Prevalence

Site Size Per 1000

Texas (Finitzo et al 1998)

(1/94 to 6/97) 54,228 2.15

Colorado (Mehl & Thomson, 1998)

(1/92 - 12/96) 41,976 2.56

New Jersey (Barsky-Firsker, 1993)

1/93-12/95) 15,749 3.30

Hawaii (Johnson et al 1997)

1/96 - 12/96) 9,605 4.15

Massachussets (2004)

(1/04 – 12/04) 78,515 2.87



Rate Per 1,000 of Permanent Childhood Hearing 

Loss in EHDI  Programs

Sample Prevalence         % of Refers

Site Size Per 1000        with Diagnosis

Texas (Finitzo et al 1998)

(1/94 to 6/97) 54,228 2.15                  31%

Colorado (Mehl & Thomson, 1998)

(1/92 - 12/96) 41,976 2.56                  48%

New Jersey (Barsky-Firsker, 1993)

1/93-12/95) 15,749 3.30                   41%

Hawaii (Johnson et al 1997)

1/96 - 12/96) 9,605 4.15                   98%

Massachussets (2004)

(1/04 – 12/04) 78,515 2.87 89%



Age in Months at Which Permanent Hearing 

Loss Was Diagnosed



Percent of Children Documented to have Hearing 

Loss Before 6 months of age



Percent of DHH Children Documented to Receive 

Early Intervention Before 6 months of age
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