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1. Adaptive Behavior Assessment System, Second Edition (ABAS II) (Harrison & 
Oakland, 2003) 

 Multi-dimensional observational & judgment-based rating scale (3-point) of functional 
competencies 

 Ages: 0-5; 6-89 years 

 Early childhood forms: Parent & Teacher/Provider 

 Nationally standardized: Ages 0-5 = 2100; all forms and all ages = 5270 

 Norm-referenced scores: General Adaptive Composite (100,15); Subskills (10,3) 

 Communication, Community Use, School Living/Home Living, Functional Pre-
Academics, Health & Safety, Leisure, Self-Care, Self-Direction, Social, Motor 

 Excellent technical research base; disability studies; Aligns with DSM IV; AAMR 
categories 

 Psychological Corporation 

 More information: http://psychcorp.pearsonassessments.com/HAIWEB/Cultures/en-
us/Productdetail.htm?Pid=015-8004-507  

2. Temperament and Atypical Behavior Scale (TABS) (Bagnato, Neisworth, Salvia & 
Hunt, 1999) 

 Authentic observational behavior rating scale 

 Markers of regulatory/temperament disorders 

 12-71 months of age 

 Parents and professionals:  5th grade reading level 

 Temperament and self-regulation in daily routine 

 TABS:  4 factors:  detached, hypersensitive-active, underreactive, dysregulated (55 
items).TABS Screener (15 items) 

 No (0); Yes (1); Needs Help (1) scoring options 

 National norms: n = 833; 621 typical; 212 disabled 

 Metrics: SS (100 & 15; 50 & 10); percentiles 

 Screening ; eligibility; treatment goal-planning;  progress/program evaluation; phenotype research 

 Sensitivity for both at risk and severe disorders 

 Strong reliabilities, validities, and technical attributes 

 Validates Diagnostic Classification System: 0-3 

 Psychological Corporation  

 More information: http://www.brookespublishing.com/store/books/bagnato-tabs/index.htm  
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3. System to Plan Early Childhood Services (SPECS) (Bagnato & Neisworth, 1991; 2009) 

 Provides  structured format for gathering clinical judgment data among parents and 
professionals on an interdisciplinary team (T-Specs) 

 Excellent for early detection, assessment, planning, and progress monitoring (D-Specs; 
P-Specs)  

 Children from 2-6 years of age (Infant Specs in development) 

 6 domains; Communication, Sensorimotor, Physical, Self Regulation, Cognition and 
Self/Social.  

 Reliability on the D-Specs (N=163) = .60 to .87 across the 19 developmental 
dimensions.  

 National validity studies on over 1000 children, 400 teachers, and 800 parents; studies 
on major disability groups 

4. The ABILITIES Index (Simeonsson & Bailey, 1991) 

 Authentic assessment approach 

 Functional classification in major areas of capability 

 Linked to the ICF-CY 

 Cross-cultural studies 

 Useful for early detection and organizing team decision-making among parents 
and professionals 

 Reliability and validity studies for major disability groups and treatment utility 
studies in EI and rehabilitation 

 More information:  http://www.fpg.unc.edu/products/product_detail.cfm?apubsID=514  

5. International Classification of Functioning (ICF) (World Health Organization, 2006) 

 Widely used international system for functional classification for service and research, 
except USA  

 Uses uniform codes to classify and profile and individual’s unique medical/biological 
issues; functional skills in daily life activities; opportunities for social participation in 
life, and environmental supports/barriers 

 Applied across the lifespan with a  special Children and Youth version 

 Research studies are ongoing 

 More information: http://www.who.int/classifications/icf/en/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on this document or the Webinar series it was derived from, please visit 
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