
Reverse Mainstreaming
Based on values of acceptance 
and research on social benefits, 
children of all abilities play and 

learn together

Engagement Classroom 
Model

Built on 20 years of research by 
researchers now at Siskin 

Children's Institute; promotes 
active participation in learning 
activities by children with or 

without disabilities

Reggio Emilia Approach
Based on principles of respect, 
responsibility, and community 

through exploration and discovery 
in a supportive and enriching 

environment

Engagement
Independence

Social 
relationships

Family quality of 
life

Siskin Center for Early Learning—A Model Demonstration Program

Research
Transactional research, 

informing and being 
informed by the Early 

Learning Center

Dissemination
Inspiring and demonstrating 

a model for replication 
across the U.S.

Service
Teaching children, 

supporting families, and 
collaborating with 

community service and 
business partners

The role of the environment-as-
teacher, with permission to explore
Children’s multiple symbolic 
languages (all senses)
Documentation as assessment and 
advocacy
Long-term projects
The teacher as researcher
Home-school relationships
Children have some control over 
their learning and opportunities to 
express themselves
Relationships among children

Access
Participation
Supports
(DEC-NAEYC position statement)

Routines-Based InterviewTM

Embedded intervention
Zone defense schedule
Engagement measurement
Integrated services
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