CRITERIA FOR CHOOSING DATA SOURCES
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Some states have established criteria for choosing an assessment instrument.  When discussing the appropriateness of an instrument, the stakeholders might ask themselves:  

· Does it support the purpose of the outcomes measurement system?

· Does it match the values, philosophy, principles of our program?  

· Does it agree with existing policies, values and principles around assessment practices?

· Is it appropriate for children with disabilities?

· What are the costs/resources issues?

· How well does it align with the outcome indicators?

An additional list of questions, created April 2006, includes:

· How well does it cover each of the three outcome areas? Social/Emotional? Acquire knowledge? Action to meet needs? 

· Are the items, activities and materials culturally appropriate for different populations we serve? 

· Is it appropriate for children with disabilities? 

· Who is intended to administer the instrument? Do we have the qualified personnel? Or the capacity to train? 

· Are there clear guides/ instructions for how to adapt with diverse populations? 

· Do we have information on reliability? 

· To what extent is it used in the state?
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