202.11 CPS Assessment Of A Child Who Is 0-35 Months Old


Applicable Law

Public Law 108-446, Section 637(a)(6).  

Definitions: 

Referral and Information; refers to providing the caretaker a brochure with contact information on the Baby Watch Early Intervention services and, if applicable, what areas of the screening were of concern.

A. With parent permission, the CPS worker shall engage with the caretaker to complete the approved developmental screening tool. The CPS worker shall include the following in the case records:

1. Determine the accurate age of the child

2. If the child is 0 to 35 months, complete the screening with the parent

3. If the parent refuses the screening:

a. leave the brochure with BWEIP contact information

b. document refusal of screening  and that information was provided in the Early Intervention Screening window in SAFE.

B. If there is an indicated need for further assessment from the screening, the CPS worker shall: 

1. Provide the contact information and brochure that explains what services are available through the Baby Watch Early Intervention Program and indicate to the caretaker whether there is an indicated need for assessment. 

2. Leave the screening tool with the caretaker for BWEIP followup purposes.

3. Mark the conclusion of the screening  in the Early Intervention Screening window in SAFE.

C. If assessment is not indicated, the CPS worker may offer the approved literature and BWEIP contact information to the caretaker for education purposes. The worker will leave the screening tool with the caretaker.

D. If the caretaker requests assistance in contacting BWEIP for an assessment, the CPS worker will initiate the process.

1. The Release of Information Consent form shall be signed by the caretaker, providing DCFS with permission to share information with the Baby Watch Early Intervention Program.

2. The worker will fax the screening tool and referral form to the local Baby Watch Early Intervention Program, document in the SAFE wizard, and then mail or deliver the original back to the parent.

3. If the case is determined Unable to Locate or Unable to Complete as per Practice Guidelines, developmental screening and education will not be required. 

E. If a case is transferred for ongoing services and the developmental screening 

indicated a need for assessment, the worker shall inquire of the 

caretaker whether an assessment with BWEIP was completed and services 

initiated. With parent permission, the workers will invite any involved Early 

Intervention worker to attend the Child and Family Team Meetings.




Major objective:


In an effort to provide prevention and support services to families and improve the well-being of children, the CPS worker shall offer developmental screening and Baby Watch Early Intervention under the Department of Health, information to all parents with children referred between 0-35 months of age. The CPS worker shall also offer, with parent permission, to assist the caretaker in completing an approved developmental screening tool. If it is indicated that the child may need further assessment by the Baby Watch Early Intervention Program  (BWEIP), a BWEIP information form will be given to the caretaker.  
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