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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
between

The Utah Division of Child and Family Services

and

The Baby Watch Early Intervention Program

I. Purpose

1. WHEREAS, the Division of Child and Family Services (DCFS), Utah’s designated child welfare agency, and;

2. WHEREAS,  the Baby Watch Early Intervention Program (BWEIP) is the designated provider in Utah of services to children 0 – 3 with disabilities and their families under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part C. and;
3. WHEREAS,  the Keeping Children Safe Act of 2003 requires that, “…the State has in effect and is enforcing…provisions and procedures for referral of a child under age 3 who is involved in a substantiated case of child abuse or neglect to early intervention services under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,” and;
4. WHEREAS,  IDEA requires that the Early Intervention State Plan include, “…a description of the State policies and procedures that require the referral to early intervention services under this part of a child under the age of 3 who…is involved in a substantiated case of child abuse or neglect.  .” and;
5. WHEREAS,  the parties wish to

i. Strengthen DCFS-BWEIP collaboration in order to integrate and optimize services and avoid duplication and;

ii. Strengthen Child Find in Utah by identifying all children under age 3 who may qualify for BWEIP services by providing a referral to determine eligibility for the program, and;

iii. Create a seamless system of referral and services for families served by both DCFS and BWEIP and;

iv. Create a statewide template for local Memoranda of Understanding between Regional DCFS offices and local Baby Watch Early Intervention Programs.

THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

II.
Roles and Responsibilities  
A.  Roles and Responsibilities Regarding Screening
	Division of Child and Family Services
	Baby Watch Early Intervention Program

	In any DCFS investigation that involves a child under age 3, the DCFS worker will 
explain to the parent the purpose for early, developmental screening.
	

	Any child under age 3 who is subject to an investigation will be screened for development by a DCFS worker using the Nipissing District Developmental Screen (NDDS).
	

	Division of Child and Family Services
	Baby Watch Early Intervention Program

	Information from the developmental screening will be used only for a decision about whether or not to refer to early intervention.  It will not be used by DCFS to support a finding of maltreatment.
	


B. Roles and Responsibilities Regarding Referral

	Division of Child and Family Services
	Baby Watch Early Intervention Program

	Establish jointly with the BWEIP a collaborative referral process for children under age 3 who are suspected of having a delay in development whose families are investigated by DCFS.
	Establish jointly with DCFS a collaborative referral process for children under age 3 who are suspected of having a delay in development whose families are investigated by DCFS.

	For those children whose developmental screening indicates need for a referral (that is, the results are positive or unclear) or about whom the worker has reason to suspect a developmental problem despite the NDDS results, the DCFS worker will explain the services available through BWEI and provide parent with written information about accessing the appropriate local BWEI program. 
	A list of local Baby Watch Early Intervention Programs and contact information for each is attached to this agreement.   This list will be updated when a BWEI program contact information changes.
 [NOTE:  I would suggest that the parties agree to provide the other updated contact an referral  information on an ongoing basis ]

	If the parent requests assistance with accessing BWEI, the DCFS worker will obtain written consent for exchange of information with BWEI.  The DCFS worker will support the parent in contacting BWEI, and will follow up by faxing the DCFS Exchange of Information Form to the appropriate local BWEI program.
	 

	If the referred child is enrolled in BWEI and also receives on-going DCFS services, DCFS shall invite key representatives from BWEI to participate in the Child and Family Team meetings.
	 If the referred child is enrolled in BWEI and also receives on-going DCFS services, BWEI will invite key representatives from DCFS to participate in the Individual Family Service Plan team meetings.


C. Roles and Responsibilities Regarding Training
	Division of Child and Family Services
	Baby Watch Early Intervention Program

	DCFS will design and provide training on infant and toddler development and developmental screening for workers who are required to administer the NDDS screening to children under investigation and who are less then 3 years old.
	The BWEIP will collaborate with DCFS in designing and providing training on infant and toddler development and developmental screening for workers who are required to administer the NDDS screening to children under investigation and who are less then 3 years old.


D. Roles and Responsibilities Regarding Information Management

	Division of Child and Family Services
	Baby Watch Early Intervention Program

	The CPS worker will log early intervention referral information in the DCFS SAFE information management system.
	Local early intervention programs will log referrals from DCFS and subsequent activity for that child into the BWEIP information management system.

	DCFS will collaborate with the BWEIP in compiling an annual count of children referred by DCFS to the BWEIP and the disposition of those cases.
	The BWEIP will collaborate with DCFS in compiling an annual count of children referred by DCFS to the BWEIP and the disposition of those cases.

	DCFS will collaborate with the BWEIP in analyzing and interpreting the annual count.
	The BWEIP will collaborate with DCFS

in analyzing and interpreting the annual count.

	DCFS will collaborate with the BWEIP in adjusting this agreement to better meet its purposes.
	BWEIP will collaborate with DCFS

in adjusting this agreement to better meet its purposes.


III.
Dispute Resolution:

If a dispute arises at any point during the collaborative activities described by this Memorandum of Agreement, either party may schedule a conference to resolve the issue.  Resolution will be sought through open communication and dialogue among the parties involved.  If agreement is not reached, respective agency liaisons at the state level will be brought into the process to resolve issues and achieve agreement. 

IV.
Periodic Review

This memorandum will remain in effect until modified or terminated.  This agreement shall be subject to periodic review by a joint committee designated by and representing DCFS and the BWEIP.  Changes will be made to keep the Memorandum current and to guarantee that the respective responsibilities of the agencies are fulfilled in the most expeditious manner.  Such reviews will occur as needed, and may be convened by either agency at any time to meet changing needs and/or special situations.  
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