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Biographical Information
Jacqueline Jones, Senior Advisor to the Secretary for Early Learning
Jacqueline Jones joins the department from the New Jersey State Department of Education where she served as assistant commissioner for the Division of Early Childhood Education. Prior to state government, Jones worked for 16 years at the Educational Testing Service (ETS) as a senior research scientist and director of early childhood research and development. Jones also has been a visiting associate professor at Harvard University and a visiting scholar for the National Assessment of Educational Progress at ETS. Jones has directed numerous federally- and foundation-funded projects on early childhood learning. She has many published writings and conference presentations on the topic and has lectured extensively on the subject. Jones earned her doctorate and master's degrees in communication science and disorders from Northwestern University, and has a Bachelor of Arts in speech pathology from Hunter College.

Joan Lombardi, Deputy Assistant Secretary and Inter-Departmental Liaison for Early Childhood Development, Administration for Children and Families in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
 In this role, Dr Lombardi provides overall policy coordination for the  Head Start and Early Head Start Program and the Child Care and Development Fund, as well as serving as the liaison with the U.S. Department of Education and other federal agencies.

Dr. Lombardi has spent almost four decades dedicated to the needs of young children and their families. She has served as an advisor to a number of foundations, national and international organizations,  helping to create innovative policies to improve the conditions for children and families.  She served as the founding chair of the Birth to Five Policy, a group of national organizations dedicated to shifting the odds for at risk children ages 0-5. Joan served as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and External Affairs in the Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services during the Clinton Administration and as the first Director of the Child Care Bureau.   

She is the author of  numerous publications including : Time to Care: Redesigning Child Care to Promote Education, Support Families and Build Communities  (Temple University Press,  2003)  and co-editor of  A Beacon of Hope: The Promise of Early Head Start for America’s Youngest Children (Zero To Three Press,  2004). In 2004, Joan launched the Global Leaders for Young Children program in partnership with The World Forum Foundation which has provided leadership support to early education leaders around the world.  
Rachel Demma, Senior Policy Analyst with the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices 
 As Senior Policy Advisor, MS Demma supports the Education Division’s Early Childhood ProjectsPrior to joining the National Governors Association. Ms. Demma was a Senior Policy Associate with the American Public Human Services Association and acted as Staff Director of the National Association of State Child Care Administrators.  She has also served as staff to Baltimore City’s Local Management Board within the Mayor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families, an evaluation consultant to the Bay Area School Reform Collaborative in San Francisco, CA, and a Program Specialist in the Federal Office of Child Support Enforcement within the Administration for Children and Families.  Ms. Demma also contributed to the initial five years of the Building Futures: Head Start Impact Study as a Research Associate on the Westat study team.  She holds a B.A. in Sociology from Washington College on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, and an M.A. in Policy Analysis and Evaluation from Stanford University’s School of Education.

JANA MARTELLA, Executive Director of the National Association of Early Childhood Specialists in State Departments of Education

Ms Jana Martella provides consultancy to multiple states on early childhood initiatives.  She brings to her work nearly thirty years of experience in education, including as a teacher and assistant administrator, legislative liaison, and state coordinator for federal programs.  A central part of her focus has been on education system and program improvement through standards-based reform, including her work in promoting improved opportunities in early childhood education.

Jana currently oversees and provides consultancy to projects designed to: advance high quality early childhood education in the states; support school linkages to children aged 0-8 – particularly for those at risk of school failure; facilitate early childhood systems building; expand on research findings on policies and practices that promote school readiness; and, assist states in the improvement of early childhood accountability mechanisms that support child development and learning.  (www.naecs-sde.org)
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