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ices Least Restrictive Environment Conference

Sharing Strategies for Success!

March 26, 2009

9:30-1:30

Faulkner Ridge Center, 10598 Marble Faun Court, Columbia, MD 21044

Registration:  Contact Carol Dick, 410-313-7017 by February 27, 2009.  Due to space constraints, registration is limited to 80 participants.  Lunch will be provided for participants.

Session Descriptions

The Pals Program

The Pals Program provides services to preschoolers with IEPs who enroll in community preschool programs.  School staff, parents and community providers form partnerships to provide special instruction and related services through direct service, consultation, and professional development.  The presentation will include case studies, a program overview, and successes and challenges.  Sample program materials will be provided.   

The Learning Together Program 

The Learning Together Program enrolls typically developing two, three, and and four year olds in preschool classrooms with peers who have disabilities.  This reverse mainstreaming program enables all young children to play and learn together, develop life-long friendships, and benefit from a diverse and stimulating environment.  Typical peers pay a small monthly fee.  A curriculum overview utilizing Let’s Begin with the Letter People and sample program materials will be shared. 

Designing Quality Inclusive Education (DQIE) for Young Children 

The DQIE model provides professional development for general and special educators.  This presentation will outline key components of successful inclusive such as co-teaching, strategies for differentiating instruction, use of technology to improve opportunities and access, and data collection and analysis for instructional decision-making.

Standards-Based IEP Goal Development for Kindergartners

In 2008, Howard County designed a model to develop IEP goals and objectives based on the Voluntary State Curriculum.  This session will provide strategies and materials for linking local essential curriculum and IEP requirements with the VSC.  Topics will include IEP development process, review of VSC-linked IEP samples, and practice activities for participants.







