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May 13, 2009       8:00 – 3:30


Allegany College of Maryland
Registration: Contact Debra Metheny at 301 759-2082. Registration is limited to 60 participants. 
Light breakfast, lunch and refreshments will be provided for participants. 

Agenda

8:00 – 8:45 Registration

9:00 – 10:45 Opening session 

Presenting a vision and framework for providing services to all young children, including children with disabilities. 

11:00 – 12:00 Break out sessions

	Promoting Young Children’s Participation by Adaptating Routines and Activities
In this presentation, participants will gain a framework for immediate application regarding the selection, design, and use of adaptations with young children with disabilities to promote learning and development by allowing children to more effectively participate in activities and routines in their natural environments.
	Providing Services to Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder


In this presentation, participants will learn user-friendly functional intervention strategies for young children with autism who are served in inclusive early childhood settings to decrease challenging behaviors and facilitate academic and social success in these settings.
	Preschool Inclusion: Ways to make it work

In this session participants will review an approach to developing inclusive programs that meet the needs of children, staff and families.




12:00 – 12:45 – Lunch

12:45 – 1:45 Break out sessions

	Hands-on Double Session

Computer-based tools to Adapt Routines

Understanding what’s going on, what’s coming up next, and how to participate are critical skills for children as they work through their daily routine.

In this hands-on double session participants will explore the use of Boardmaker software to adapt routines and activities children participate in. Participants will gain an understanding of design principles, software tips and tricks, and pre-made resources to download modify and use.

Participants should have basic computer skills.
	Hands-on Double Session

Can We Play Too?

Play is an important part of children's lives. Children learn about themselves and their world as they play. Through play children gain an experiential knowledge that is useful in solving daily living situations. Regardless of their abilities or disabilities, all children can play. Most children with disabilities do not need special toys. A child with severe physical impairments might require specially selected play materials and assistance from a child care provider or friend to help operate a toy, or engage in an activity.

In this hands-on session, participants will learn how to select and adapt toys and activities so they will fit a range of aptitudes, personalities and play circumstances
	Early Literacy for All Children in the Home, School, and Community
In this session, participants will gain an understanding of how best literacy practices can be adapted for children with disabilities. These practices can be done in the home, school, and community in order to increase children’s literacy-related behaviors, interests, and skills. 

	
	
	1:45 – 2:00 – break

2:00 – 3:00 Break out Sessions

	
	
	Parenting Your Way Through Early Childhood
In this session, participants will gain an understanding of what to expect and how to prepare for the transitions in early childhood and what resources are available to support them.


3:00 – 3:15 – Break

3:15 – 3:30 Closing Session and Final Comments

