Brief Synopsis of Preschool LRE Discretionary Grants
Regional Technical Assistance Centers

· Allegany County intends to partner with public pre-k, the Judy Center, Head Start and private Child Care Centers by sending in itinerant teams to each of these locations to include a special education teacher, behavior support specialists and related service personnel to work in collaboration with general educators in typical early childhood settings to increase the ability for instructional skill to educate a diverse range of students.  
· Regarding providing technical assistance to Western Maryland, they plan to develop a website to share information, provide onsite technical assistance to neighboring jurisdictions to visit and observe programs, as well as host two professional development events to be determined through state planning with MSDE preschool staff.
· Cecil County plans to increase LRE options by expanding inclusive classrooms implementing language enrichment programs and methods of differentiated instruction through providing professional development to provide strategies educators to enhance language and literacy skills, social skills and access to the VSC.
· Technical assistance will be provided to Eastern shore jurisdictions through a web site, two professional development activities, and opportunities for on-site observations of inclusive settings.
· Charles County through strong, collaborative community partnerships will increase opportunities for at least 40 children ages 2-4 with disabilities to participate in early childhood programming (movement, art, literacy and music classes) with typically developing peers at an established site in Waldorf and expanded to include an additional site in the South and or West areas of Charles County where opportunities are limited.
· Regional technical assistance will be provided through presentations, training and opportunities to observe successful inclusive programs.
· Howard County intends to support public and private preschool programs and child care centers by sending teams of special educators, behavioral specialists and related service providers to ensure successful inclusion of preschool students receiving special education in inclusive community settings.
· Regional TA will be provided through opportunities for neighboring jurisdictions to attend their professional development, invitations to observe their programs, and through two professional development activities in collaboration with MSDE staff.
Preschool LRE Grants
· Baltimore City proposed to develop an inclusive preschool setting through a partnership with the DRU Judy Center and include 10 students on the autism spectrum or with significant language delays.  Evidenced based practices and strategies will be used to support general and special educators in meeting their needs, as well as parent education to their families.  CiCi.
· Caroline County intends to serve 10 preschool students age 3 transition and eligible to receive special education through collaboration with Head Start.  Professional development to Head Start will include social/emotional development, differentiated instruction, assessment results to drive instruction.
· Harford County has experienced many preschool expulsions for challenging behavior and an increased number of child find referrals for the same reason,  They have sent preschool and child find staff to the Addressing Challenging Behaviors Conference to be trained on the CSEFEL model and through community based collaboration will increase LRE options and support staff and children to be successful,
· Montgomery County will expand their PILOT program, Providing Inclusive Learning Opportunities for Threes, through 14-16 inclusive programs in 7 locations supporting 28 children with IEPs.  The classrooms are based on an integrated model where special educations work closely with related services providers and parent educations to support a sound instruction program that includes parent support and training.
· Prince George’s County plans to implement CSEFEL into 25 preschool classrooms through partnerships with public preschool private preschool, special education classrooms, child care centers and Head Start programs training staff to implement the pyramid teaching model.
· Washington County plans to develop a program for 3 year old children with disabilities in partnership with the Judy Center emphasizing the opportunity for special education instruction and related services to be provided in a regular education setting for approximately 10 children on the autism spectrum or displaying a severe delay in language or social/emotional development.  Strategies include differentiated lesson plans, assistive technology and professional development.  Regularly scheduled home visitation is a supplement to this project.
· MSB proposes to develop an off-site inclusive preschool classroom through partnerships with public private and non public preschool and kindergarten programs, providing technical assistance and professional development as well as information and assistance on resources to afford students that are visually impaired to participate in settings with typically developing peers.
