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Child Under the Age of Three

?

 

 

*** Making a Referral to Early Intervention 

***

 

 

Compiled b

y the Massachusetts Early Childhood Linkage Initiative  (MECLI)

 

And the 

DSS and EIP Staff

 

W

hen is the best time to make the referral to Early Intervention (EI)?

 

 

 

              

Many assessment workers are bringing up the  referral to

 EI during the first visit, when they 

are beginning to form a relationship with the family.  You could also choose to offer the 

referral after 

you have begun to talk with the parents about how the child functions within his or her environment.

 

 

              

If a family

 refuses the referral, offer it again periodically throughout the assessment.  Some 

families might be nervous about engaging wit

h another service at first for a variety of reasons, but 

might change their minds after getting more comfortable with the idea.  If the referral has still been r

e-

fused by the end of the assessment, let the ongoing worker know so that he or she can continue to fo

l-

low up.

 

 

What are some ways I can talk to families about EI?

 

 

 

              

You know the family you are working with better than we do, therefore you know the a

p-

proach that might optimize the chances that they will agree to a referral to EI for their child.  Here are 

some approaches that 

other DSS workers have found to be successful:

 

 

·

Research has shown that children who receive early intervention do better in sch

ool.  If 

your child gets help early, it can make a difference for the rest of his or her school years.  

 

·

EI is a voluntary servi

ce.  You can choose which services you want and don’t want.  You 

are an important member of the treatment team.

 

·

EI services will

 focus on your child’s developmental needs.

 

·

EI can help you learn about your child’s development (when he/she should walk, talk,

 etc). 

 

·

EI staff can help decrease your child’s difficult behaviors, and help you learn ways to help 

your child cope better.

 

·

EI 

is not part of DSS.  It’s a completely separate service organization.

 

·

If my child had a delay that could be helped with interven

tion, I would want to know.

 

·

EI can be an additional support for you.

 

·

If your child doesn’t need early intervention, they will let you know and end their involv

e-

ment with your family.  They won’t provide services that your child doesn’t need.

 

 

Is there anything else that I can do that cou

ld be helpful in referring a child to EI?

 

 

 

              

DSS assessment team members have found it helpful to give the family a brochure from

 the 

local Early Intervention program for them to keep and refer to.  Ideally, the brochure would be in the 

primary language of 

the family.  If a caregiver is unable to read or the brochure is not available in his or 

her primary language,  you might want t

o review the document with him or her.                             
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