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Children who have been abused or neglected are at considerable risk for a range of developmental and behavioral difficulties. The Early Intervention (EI) system, which was created by Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), entitles children under 3 years of age to developmental-behavioral evaluations and appropriate services if they are found to be eligible. 

Historically, child protection policy in the United States has not mandated that young children who are involved with the child protective services system be referred to Early Intervention. The explicit need for such a linkage was included among the policy recommendations contained in a report from the National Research Council (NRC) and Institute of Medicine (IOM) entitled, From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood Development. Subsequently, the Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 2003 (PL 108-36), which reauthorized the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA), required states to develop procedures for referring to Early Intervention all children under three involved in substantiated cases of abuse or neglect.
The Massachusetts Early Childhood Linkage Initiative (MECLI) has been implementing these referrals at three pilot sites since November 2002. Three (of 28) Department of Social Services (DSS) Area Offices (Cambridge-Somerville, North Central in Leominster, and Holyoke) are asking parents of children under age 3 who are involved in newly opened protective cases if they would accept a referral to an Early Intervention Program. Six EI programs are the recipients of the referrals at the pilot sites (Cambridge-Somerville, Leominster-Fitchburg, Westfield, and three programs in Holyoke). 

The implementation of these referrals is being tracked through data collection forms completed by DSS and EI. Electronic, administrative EI data are being obtained from DPH on the resulting EI services and costs. In addition, the referral implementation process is being documented to facilitate effective replication of these referrals at other locations. 

Contact John A. Lippitt, MECLI Project Manager at The Heller School for Social Policy and Management, Brandeis University, for more information. (781-736-3843; Lippitt@brandeis.edu)

The MECLI project is supported by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Children's Bureau; The A. L. Mailman Family Foundation; The Annie E. Casey Foundation; and The Frank and Theresa Caplan Endowment for Early Childhood and Parenting Education at The Heller School for Social Policy and Management, Brandeis University. The findings and conclusions presented are those of the author(s) alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of these organizations.

�	DSS conducts roughly 9000 investigations of suspected abuse or neglect of children under 3 years of age annually. The Department of Public Health (DPH) oversees the Early Intervention system in Massachusetts, which uses private, fee-for-service providers.
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