Alex was evaluated by the Norfolk Infant Program on June 12, 2007 and at that time his developmental strengths and upcoming skills were as follows…

I. Positive Social Relationships:  Alex is a very friendly and social little boy who was quick to warm up to the team at his evaluation. Alex made nice eye contact during play, he responded to his name when he was called and he was very interested in imitating the actions and words of the evaluating team.  Alex' mother reports that he prefers to play with older children rather than his peers and he enjoys rough and tumble play with his friends.  Alex can also initiate his own play as seen today by him going into his room and keeping himself occupied with his toys for several minutes without needing assistance from Mom.  Mom reports that when they are home, he tends to follow her around the house and he tries to imitate what she is doing such as cleaning up.  Alex also knows when things are his and he will defend his ownership of toys and other objects around other children and adults.  Alex has started calling his mother "Jasmine" which is what other family members call her and he will occasionally call her Mom or Mommy when he needs her help. 
     Current Status:  In thinking about Alex and his 29 month old peers, Alex has the early skills in this area. This means that Alex is functioning similar to children who are much younger than 29 months. The skills we expect at 29 months in regard to social-emotional relationships include interest in engaging with other children his age. Although Alex engages with older children, it is expected that his interest would be drawn to children his own age with play activities other than rough and tumble. We would like to see him using words with other children during play and imitating their play. We don’t expect a cooperative play and sharing back and forth, but a high interest for being near children his age should develop. 

II.  Ability to Acquire New Knowledge and Skills:  Much of what Alex learns about his environment at this time is through his imitation of those around him.  Alex will imitate what others say and do and through this he is gaining knowledge about the world around him.  Alex is able to name familiar objects in his home like his car and his ball, he can understand the concept of asking for "more" when he wants another of something, and he will ask to "eat" when hungry or for "juice" when thirsty.  Alex is also able to use his hands and eyes together to figure out how things work and he demonstrated this in the eval by completing a 3 piece shape puzzle, scribbling with a crayon, and holding his pencil with his thumb and forefinger instead of a fist. 
     Current Status: At 29 months, we would say that Alex is near emerging in his ability to acquire new knowledge and skills. This means that he is not displaying skills typical of children his age, but he has some of the foundational skills needed to build upon to get to age appropriate. At 29 months, we would expect Alex to be able to use 50-75 words and speak in two word phrases to let his desires be known to you. We would also like to see him sit and attend to books for the duration of a short story and engage in labeling and pointing to many different pictures throughout the story. Additionally, at this age, we would like for Alex to follow a variety of verbal directions (i.e. go get your shoes and bring them here; take your cup to the sink then get your ball). We would also like to see him understand concepts such as big/small and in/out.
III.  Taking Actions to Get Needs Met:  Alex is a very mobile little boy who is able to get around very independently to get what he wants.  His mother noted that she has a small cabinet in the kitchen with his snacks and juice and when he wants something he will get it out and bring it to her to open it up.  Alex can also get into the refrigerator to get a drink or food and he can tell his Mom "eat, eat" when he is hungry.  Alex is eating with a spoon with little spilling and he is drinking his juice from a straw.  His mother states that they are working on the potty and Alex will sit there and will use it sometimes if he is placed there in time.  Alex is able to pull his pants/shorts on and off by himself and he will put on his shoes part of the way when he is getting ready to go outside.  Alex can run, climb, and jump on/off objects to get to what he wants and he will pull Mom's hand to what he wants if he is not able to reach it. Alex' delay in language is really affecting is ability to verbally tell his caregivers what he wants and needs throughout his day.  He has figured out ways to get to what he wants without asking for it and is very successful at getting his needs met on his own.  
      Current Status: When compared with his peers, Alex is near somewhat in achieving the skills that we would expect of a child this age. This means that Alex has some skills that are appropriate for his age (dressing, feeding, early toilet training), but there are other aspects of getting his needs met that still need further development to be considered age appropriate. These areas include his ability to use words to get his needs met and also improving his balance so that he will become independent in walking up and down the stairs. With his improved language, it will improve his ability to let his family know when he needs to use the toilet.
