A Mexican Mother’s Story

	On the first day of school a Mexican mother and her three-year-old daughter, who speak very little English, approach your classroom door. When the child’s mother is introduced to her teacher, the child puts her arms around mom legs and starts crying saying “no… mamí…., no mamí…..” Some children stop and stare at her. A teacher tries to calm the crying girl and draw her into the classroom activities the mother is asked to leave the classroom. After 30 minutes, this young mother is still outside at the door unable to communicate her feelings, while listening to her daughter crying in the classroom. 




 For a minute, try to put yourself in this mother’s situation. Imagine yourself in a foreign country where you don’t speak the language and the natives do not speak English. Just satisfying your basic needs – getting a drink of water or finding a bathroom can cause problems.

1. Have you ever traveled in a country and confronted a language barrier? If so, what did you do?

2. How did you feel when you read this story?

3. As the professional, what would you do in the above scenario?
















