UNDERSTANDING AND CONNECTING TO THE SPECTRUM OF ECE SETTINGS
	
	Characteristics
	Impact on Initial Connection
	Impact on Providing Services/Supports

	FAMILY CHILD CARE
	Caregiver Dimension
	
	

	
	Motivation for caring for children 

· varies

· Stay home with own children

· Owning own business
 
	
	

	
	Education/training

· varies: tied to regulation; 

· continuing education requirements are fairly minimal

· available training is minimal; few resources designed for them

· express a desire for training and information: hot topics are challenging behavior and business management

	
	

	
	Self-perception

· independent; lots of control

· boundary issues with parents; with own family

· ill-defined roles and responsibilities

· hardworking and flexible

· stay in it for the love of the children

· often feel undervalued and somewhat disdained by other sectors of the ECE profession 


	
	

	
	Connections

· varies by what’s available locally

· connections with other providers can range from complete isolation to membership in NAFCC

· often feel like stepchildren to other membership associations (NAEYC)

· possible connections: licensing agency, resource and referral agency, Child and Adult Care Food Program


	
	


	
	Characteristics
	Impact on Initial Connection
	Impact on Providing Services/Supports

	FAMILY CHILD CARE
	Setting Dimension
	
	

	
	Structural Features

· Homelike environment

· Usually only one caregiver in the setting

· Ratio depends on licensing

· Licensing – still voluntary in some states


	
	

	
	Program Features

· Multiple ages of children; often siblings

· Varied use of developmentally appropriate:

· daily schedule

· activities and learning materials

· curriculum

· Generally poor understanding and rare usage of child observation and assessment

	
	

	
	Serving Children with Special Needs
	
	

	
	· 30% indicated that they had a child “with special needs” enrolled

· often have little or no formal knowledge of: 

· disabilities and other special needs

· legal obligations regarding serving children with disabilities 

· often unaware of community agencies or resources to support inclusion

· often have no experience working collaboratively with other service providers

· desperate for help, particularly with behavior issues


	
	

	NOTES




	
	Characteristics
	Impact on Initial Connection
	Impact on Providing Services/Supports

	GRANDMOTHER CAREGIVERS
	Caregiver Dimension
	
	

	
	Motivation for caring for children 

· To support their adult daughter or son – usually limited to only those children
· Often offered when mother is struggling financially
· One of a number of resource exchanges among family
 
	
	

	
	Education/training

· varies: tends to be somewhat lower than other provider groups
· very few resources designed for them

· express a desire for training and information: hot topics are challenging behavior, health and safety
· especially appreciate being able to connect to other grandmother providers when receiving information

	
	

	
	Self-perception

· revolves around relationships

· in no way see themselves as a professional 

· consider themselves “expert” in child-rearing

· will provide care whenever it’s needed

· role confusion (grandma, caregiver, parent)
· stay in it because it’s family

	
	

	
	Connections

· very rarely connected to other providers
· may be connected to licensing agency, if they receive subsidy payment
· much more likely to be connected to their community: church, library, school, Cooperative Extension, etc.
· If low-income, connected to social service agencies, charitable organizations
· VERY connected to the parent(s)!!


	
	


	
	Characteristics
	Impact on Initial Connection
	Impact on Providing Services/Supports

	GRANDMOTHER CAREGIVERS
	Setting Dimension
	
	

	
	Environmental Features

· A home, in every way
· May or may not have toys and materials that support children’s learning
· Focus tends to be on meeting child’s physical needs and housekeeping
· Doesn’t often include opportunities for socialization with other children

	
	

	
	Serving Children with Special Needs
	
	

	
	· 16% of relative caregivers indicated that they cared for a “child with special needs”

· knowledge and capacity to care for a child with special needs is very similar to a parent’s
· relationship to the child or children is very personal, and acceptance of a diagnosis or formal identification of a special need will be similar to that of parents


	
	

	NOTES




	
	Characteristics
	Impact on Initial Connection
	Impact on Providing Services/Supports

	FAITH-BASED CHILD CARE/PRESCHOOL
	Caregiver Dimension
	
	

	
	Motivation for caring for children 

· as an extension of their religious mission
· service to community

· teach religious doctrine and practice

· evangelization

· a financial resource for the institution

· more family-focused than child-focused


	
	

	
	Education/training

· varies by philosophy/mission
· financial resource view: fewest educated staff

· conservative: education/training is within their own system and world view

· can be mistrust of secular sources of knowledge or information

	
	

	
	Self-perception

· varies by philosophy/mission
· more conservative, more insular, more mistrustful of “outside” influences
· see themselves as source of truth in corrupt society

· can be very mission-driven; believe they are following a personal “calling,” as well as a corporate mission 
· hold strong beliefs about children that may be in opposition to current secular values, best practices

	
	

	
	Connections

· varies by worldview
· tied to church administrative structure; usually under the oversight of church board 
· trend – denominations with ECE office 

· more conservative, less connection with anyone outside their own boundaries
· can be very wary of relying on government assistance or tie to government regulation

	
	


	
	Characteristics
	Impact on Initial Connection
	Impact on Providing Services/Supports

	FAITH-BASED CHILD CARE/PRESCHOOL
	Setting Dimension
	
	

	
	Structural Features

· Varies by setting: more school-like
· Shared facilities, so less likely to have environment well-suited and well-equipped for young children
· Regulation – may be limited to health/safety
· Ratios tend to be high, especially for programs seen as money-makers


	
	

	
	Program Features

· Conservative/traditional views of authority; teacher-directed activities, authoritarian view of discipline

· Tend to use very traditional activities: crafts, worksheets, traditional songs

· Lack of familiarity with terms/concepts such as developmentally appropriate practice, child-directed, developmental domains, etc.

· Generally poor understanding and rare usage of child observation and assessment

	
	

	
	Serving Children with Special Needs
	
	

	
	· often have little or no formal knowledge of: 

· disabilities and other special needs

· legal obligations regarding serving children with disabilities 

· often unaware of community agencies or resources to support inclusion

· often have no experience working collaboratively with other service providers

· do have strong desire to help and support families

	
	

	NOTES
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